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THE  WHITE  HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


May  8,  1974 


TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF   TECUMSEH,  MICHIGAN 


The  observance  of  your  one  hundred 
and  fiftieth  anniversary  is  an  oc- 
casion of  deep  pride  for  you  as 
well  as  for  our  nation. 

Tecumseh  has  a  rich  heritage  and 
exciting  prospects  for  the  future. 
It  is  my  hope  that  the  pride  you 
feel  at  this  time  will  give  you  all 
the  confidence  you  need  to  face  an 
even  more  challenging  future  with 
the  same  high  purpose.     I  know  you 
v/ill  be  taking  the  best  of  the  past 
and  building  on  it  in  a  way  that 
will  make  all  Americans  proud. 

With  my  congratulations  and  best 
wishes , 
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STATE    OF  MICHIGAN 

OFFICE  OF  THE  GOVERNOR 
I-ANSING 


WILLIAM   G  MILLIKEN 

GOVERNOR 


July  1,  1974 


Sesquicentennial  Year  1974 
Tecumseh,  Michigan 

Greet  ings : 

It  is  'a  special  pleasure  for  me  to  join  with  people  across  the 
state  in  extending  congratulations  to  the  people  of  Tecumseh  on 
your  150th  birthday  celebration. 

I  know  that  the  City  of  Tecumseh  has  a  long  and  proud  history  of 
accomplishment  and  achievement,  and  has  played  a  vital  role  in 
the  growth  and  development  of  southeastern  Michigan. 

In  its  150  years,  Tecumseh  has  seen  very  exciting  and  memorable 
eras  of  Michigan  history  and  I  know  that  the  people  of  your  com- 
munity face  the  future  with  determination,  optimism  and  strength 
gained  from  a  past  whose  roots  go  deep. 

Best  wishes  to  the  officials  and  citizens  of  Tecumseh  for  many, 
many  more  years  of  continued  growth  and  success. 

Sincerely, 
Governor 
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begins  in  year  of  1824 


In  the  spring  of  1824,  a  group  of  New  Yorkers, 
led  by  Quaker  Musgrove  Evans,  came  to  this  site 
and  founded  the  settlement  of  Tecumseh.  The 
recorded  history  of  our  city  begins  in  this  year, 
but  the  area  actually  had  much  earlier 
inhabitants  -  the  Indians. 

At  the  site  of  Tecumseh,  two  major  Indian 
trails  crossed  and  led  to  Detroit,  Chicago, 
Monroe,  and  Maumee  City.  Here,  by  the  banks  of 
the  River  Raisin,  a  high,  circular  earthwork  was 
erected.  This  mound,  which  may  have  been  built 
as  early  as  1000  A.D.,  came  from  a  much  older 
culture  than  that  of  the  Pottawatamie  Indians 
who  inhabited  Lenawee  County  in  1824.  However, 
the  Pottawatamies  did  hold  council  meetings  at 
the  mound,  which  the  white  settlers  called  the 
Indian  Dancing  Ground.  Legend  claims  that  the 
great  Shawnee  chief,  Tecumseh,  spoke  to  the 
assembled  tribes  here  and  persuaded  them  to 
enter  the  War  of  1812  on  the  side  of  the  British. 

White  settlers  were  attracted  to  this  site  for 
three  major  reasons.  The  soil  was  rich  and  the 
presence  of  natural  clearings  made  planting 
relatively  easy.  The  water  power  provided  by  the 
Raisin  and  Evans  Creek  was  an  added  incentive. 

In  1823,  Musgrove  Evans,  a  surveyor,  came  to 
Michigan  hoping  to  find  work  laying  out 
government  roads  in  the  new  territory.  In 
Monroe,  he  met  Austin  E.  Wing,  a  relative  by 
marriage.  It  was  Wing  who  persuaded  Evans 
that  the  River  Raisin  would  be  an  excellent  site 
for  a  settlement.  The  interior  of  Michigan  was 
still  uninhabited,  but  Wing  had  Congressional 
ambitions  and  hoped  that  Evans'  community 
would  support  them.  In  i825,  votes  fron: 
Tecumseh  were,  in  fact,  responsible  for  electing 
Wing  by  a  margin  of  four. 

Encouraged  by  Wing,  Evans  returned  to  his 
home  in  Jefferson,  New  York,  and  spent  the 
winter  of  1823-24  recruiting  settlers  to  join  him  in 
Michigan.  Almost  all  of  the  early  settlers  were 
friends  or  relatives  who  came  from  New  York 
with  Evans. 

In  the  spring  of  1824,  Evans,  his  wife,  Abi,  and 
their  six  children  left  for  Michigan  with  Abi's 
brother,  Joseph  W.  Brown,  and  approximately  a 
dozen  others.  The  men  left  the  women  and 
children  at  Detroit  and  followed  the  Great  Sauk 
Indian  Trail,  now  U.S.-12,  to  the  Raisin  River. 
Traveling  by  foot,  they  reached  the  site  of 
Tecumseh  on  May  21. 


After  exploring  the  area  and  noting  the  best 
sources  of  water  power,  they  walked  to  Monroe 
and  entered  their  claims  at  the  government  land 
office  there.  In  Monroe,  the  men  were  rejoined 
by  the  women  and  children  who  had  come  from 
Detroit  by  boat.  Brown  and  a  number  of  others 
returned  to  New  York  to  bring  their  families  to 
join  them.  On  June  2,  the  Evans  family,  Peter 
and  Deborah  Benson,  and  a  few  other  men 
reached  Tecumseh  and  erected  the  first  cabin. 

The  cabin  was  only  twenty  feet  square  and  had 
a  dirt  floor  and  elm  bark  roof.  Until  November,  it 
had  neither  chimney  nor  fireplace,  yet  Abi 
Evans  and  Deborah  Benson  cooked  meals  for  15 
or  20  people  with  only  a  baking  kettle  over  an 
open  fire. 

In  the  fall.  General  Brown  returned  to 
Tecumseh  with  his  wife  and  five  children.  Two 
more  rooms  had  to  be  hastily  added  to  the  Evans 
cabin  since  the  Browns  and  the  George  Spaff  ords 
moved  in  for  the  winter.  Conditions  were 
crowded,  but  at  least  a  chimney  and  oven  were 
finally  built. 

During  the  summer  of  1824,  the  pioneers  ijuilt 
homes  and  surveyed  the  land,  planted  two  wheat 
fields,  and  constructed  a  bridge,  a  dam  and  a 
sawmill.  Tecumseh  was  small,  but  the  settlers 
had  big  plans.  After  their  land  purchases  and 
before  the  first  cabin  was  even  built.  Wing, 
Evans,  and  Brown  had  petitioned  Gov.  Louis 
Cass  to  make  Tecumseh  the  county  seat  of 
Lenawee  County.  The  county  was  still 
uninhabited  by  whites,  but  the  governor  agreed 
to  their  plan  with  the  conditions  that  four  squares 
of  land  be  given  for  pubhc  use  and  a  bridge  be 
constructed  over  the  river. 

The  bridge  was  built,  and  Evans  used  his 
surveying  skill  to  lay  out  the  village  plat  and  the 
four  public  squares.  In  less  than  a  month,  he  had 
completed  his  surveying,  and  on  June  30, 
Tecumseh  was  officially  declared  the  Lenawee 
county  seat. 

In  addition  to  being  the  first  settlement  in 
Lenawee  County,  Tecumseh  can  claim  a  number 
of  other  firsts.  Tecumseh  was  the  site  of  the  first 
birth,  the  first  deaths,  and  the  first  marriage 
among  the  county's  settlers. 

The  Evans  family  bore  the  first  death  when 
their  four -year-old  son,  Charles,  drowned  in  1825 
and  the  following  year  their  daughter,  Pamela, 
died  of  malaria.  Abi  Evans  also  had  the  happier 


(4) 


our  early  years 


distinction  of  giving  birth  to  Lenawee  County's 
first  white  child,  George  Spafford  Evans. 

The  county's  first  marriage  was  that  of 
Cynthia  Spafford  and  Theodore  Bissell  on  May 
16, 1827.  When  they  were  wed  on  Miss  Spafford's 
seventeenth  birthday,  there  was  not  yet  a  church 
in  town,  and  the  ceremony  was  performed  by  the 
town  physician.  Dr.  Caleb  N.  Ormsby. 

The  oldest  still  standing  in  the  county  is  the 
frame  home  which  Curtis  Page  and  William 
Tilton  built  for  Musgrove  Evans  in  1826.  The  first 
frame  building  was  the  Green  Tavern,  built  by 
Gen.  Brown  for  the  year  before.  This  building 
served  travelers  for  ten  years  before  it  burned. 
Another  inn  built  by  Brown,  the  Peninsular 
House,  remained  standing  until  early  this  cen- 
tury. This  structure,  constructed  in  1827,  housed 
the  flood  of  immigrants  who  passed  through 
Tecumseh  in  the  1830's  on  their  way  to  settle  the 
new  territories  to  the  west. 

When  Musgrove  Evans  took  the  county's  first 
census  in  1830,  the  population  of  Tecumseh 
Township,  which  included  territory  west  to  Lake 
Michigan,  was  771.  By  1840,  the  town  had  grown 
to  2,503  people,  more  than  half  the  size  of 
Chicago.  Despite  the  new  community's  growth, 
however,  Tecumseh  lost  the  county  seat  to 
Adrian  in  1838.  Adrian  was  then  a  smaller 
community,  but  its  more  central  location  and 
the  presence  of  a  railroad  there  convinced  the 
state  legislature  to  make  the  transfer. 

The  court  house  and  jail  which  the  community 
had  completed  in  1829  did  not  stand  empty, 
however.  During  the  winter  of  1824-25,  Mary 
Spafford  taught  school  for  the  Evans  and  Brown 
children,  and  the  following  year,  George  Taylor 
conducted  the  first  regular  school  term  in  a 
small  frame  building  on  Chicago  Street.  In  1832, 
Serill  C.  Le  Baron  had  opened  the  Academical 
School. 

Now,  in  1838,  the  empty  court  house  became  a 
branch  of  the  University  of  Michigan.  When  the 
branch  was  discontinued  in  1842,  Benjamin 
Baxter  continued  to  teach  there  in  a  private 
school,  the  Tecumseh  Literary  Institute.  In  1856, 
Tecumseh's  first  public  high  school,  the  Union 
School,  was  built  and  served  the  community  until 
1918  when  it  was  razed  and  a  new  high  school  - 
now  the  junior  high  -  was  erected  on  the  same 
site. 

The  court  house  was  also  used  as  a  meeting 
place  for  the  town's  churches.  Tecumseh's 


founders  were  Quakers,  and  in  the  first  letter 
ever  written  from  Tecumseh,  Abi  Evans  ex- 
pressed the  wish  that  she  would  "yet  live  to  see 
the  day  when  the  Gospel  will  be  preached  at  our 
place."  Tecumseh's  first  sermon  was  given  by 
the  Presbyterian  minister,  Noah  M.  Wells,  in 

1825,  and  the  corner  stone  for  the  first  church,  St. 
Peter's  Episcopal,  was  laid  in  1833. 

The  economic  foundation  on  which  Tecumseh 
was  built  came  from  the  prosperous  farms  which 
surrounded  the  community,  and  Tecumseh's 
many  grist  mills  served  these  farms.  When  the 
settlement's  first  grist  mill  was  completed  in 

1826,  the  community  held  a  Fourth  of  July 
celebration.  Sylvanus  Blackmar  ground  the  first 
flour  at  the  Red  Mill,  and  the  settlers  then 
paraded  to  Musgrove  Evans'  home  where  Gen. 
Brown's  wife,  Corneha,  used  the  flour  to  make 
biscuits. 

Farmers  would  come  from  more  than  fifty 
miles  to  have  their  wheat  ground  in  Tecumseh. 
Other  mills,  like  that  of  Abner  Spafford  in  Blood 
Valley,  were  erected  in  Tecumseh,  but  the 
town's  most  ambitious  project  was  the  Globe 
Mill. 

Begun  by  Stillman  Blanchard  in  1832,  the  mill 
went  through  a  series  of  bankruptcies  before  it 
was  purchased  by  the  Hayden  family  in  1858.  By 
1881,  the  mill  was  sending  flour  abroad,  and 
when  Hayden  visited  Ireland,  he  discovered  that 
his  flour  sacks  were  being  used  for  clothing 
there. 

The  original  Globe  Mill,  which  burned  in  1898, 
was  restored  by  Henry  Ford  and  now  serves  as 
the  Tecumseh  Community  Center.  Other 
Tecumseh  businesses,  like  the  Brewer  Foundry, 
also  served  the  needs  of  farmers. 

Tecumseh  was,  of  course,  affected  by  state 
and  national  events.  A  brief  panic  was  caused 
during  the  Black  Hawk  War  of  1832  when  the 
Indian  agent  at  Chicago  informed  Gen.  Brown 
that  Tecumseh  was  likely  to  be  in  the  path  of 
Sauk  and  Fox  war  parties.  Brown  called  up  the 
Tecumseh  militia  and  marched  as  far  as  Niles, 
but  the  citizens'  fears  proved  ungrounded.  The 
only  shots  Brown's  volunteers  fired  were  aimed 
at  mules  and  hogs  who  failed  to  answer  coun- 
tersigns. 

Three  years  later  in  1835,  Tecumseh  men 
fought  the  only  battle  of  the  bloodless  Toledo 
War;  but  despite  Gen.  Brown's  capture  of  nine 
Ohio  surveyors  who  were  relaying  the  disputed 
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•  •  •  and  years  off  progress 


Ohio-Michigan  boarder,  Congress  decided  the 
boundary  dispute  in  favor  of  more  populous 
Ohio. 

As  a  community  founded  by  the  Quakers, 
Tecumseh  had  strong  anti-slavery  feelings  and 
responded  to  the  Civil  War  with  large  volunteer 
enlistments.  The  Hendryx  home,  begun  in  1860, 
stood  unfinished  and  boarded  up  until  after  the 
war.  William  Hendryx  and  Delia  Conkling  were 
one  of  five  couples  who  were  married  the  week  of 
the  volunteer's  departure.  All  five  of  these 
volunteers  returned  to  their  brides,  but  not  all 
Tecumseh  soldiers  were  as  lucky.  Twenty-six 
Tecumseh  men  died  in  the  war. 

The  town's  response  to  the  Civil  War  and  other 
events  was  recorded  in  The  Herald,  the 
newspaper  which  has  served  Tecumseh  since 
1850  when  it  was  founded  by  James  H.  Perry. 
The  town  had  briefly  had  two  eariier  papers,  the 
Tecumseh  Democrat,  begun  by  J.  Ketchum 
Averill  in  1835  and  taken  over  by  Beriah  Brown 
later  that  same  year,  and  the  Madisonian,  which 
appeared  in  1838.  After  the  failure  of  these  two 
papers,  the  town  had  no  newspapers  until  The 
Herald's  appearance.  Perry  sold  the  paper  in 
less  than  a  year,  and  it  went  rapidly  through  a 
dozen  other  editors,  but  it  survived. 

Despite  a  railroad  boom,  Tecumseh  grew  by 
less  than  500  people  in  the  five  decades  between 
the  1870  census  and  it's  centennial. 

Still,  the  times  were  generally  prosperous.  The 
major  businesses  included  the  Comfort  Brick 
and  Tile  Works,  the  Anthony  Fence  Co.,  and  the 
Quaker  Oats  macaroni  factory.  Entertainment 
was  provided  by  the  Sutton  Opera  House,  built  in 
1879,  the  Bills  racetrack,  and  the  Wednesday 
Night  Shows  of  the  1910's. 

In  1923,  the  main  street  of  Tecumseh  was 
paved  for  the  first  time,  and  residents  began 
looking  ahead  to  the  town's  100th  birthday.  The 
1924  celebration  was  planned  for  July  3,  4  and  5. 
The  history  of  Tecumseh  was  reinacted, 
heirlooms  displayed,  and  the  town  was  filled 
with  excitement.  Hard  Times  were  looming 
ahead,  but  Tecumseh's  citizens  looked  to  the 
past  with  pride  and  to  the  future  with  hope. 

In  1934  a  new  era  started  with  the  founding  of 
the  Tecumseh  Products  Company.  It  provided 
jobs  and  security  for  many  and  a  boom  for  the 
community.  The  Products  rose  from  a  struggling 
company  to  a  leader  in  its  field  of  manufacturing 


compressors  for  refrigerators,  freezers  and  air 
conditioners. 

Four  years  later  the  first  hospital  was  built,  a 
small  facility  at  first  but  one  which  grew  to  a  size 
of  over  100  beds.  Dr.  H.H.  Hammel  and  Ray 
Herrick  led  a  drive  to  raise  funds  for  the  first 
hospital.  Before  Mr.  Herrick  died  in  1973,  he 
contributed  much  to  the  hospital,  his  last  gift  of 
nearly  $3  million  is  currently  financing  a 
modernization  and  expansion  program. 

In  1940  a  Tecumseh  miller.  Perry  Hayden, 
became  known  nationally  for  his  "dynamic 
kernal"  idea.  Interest  attracted  many,  in- 
cluding Henry  Ford,  the  automobile  pioneer. 

Tecumseh  provided  many  young  men  and 
women  for  World  War  II  in  the  nation's  fight 
against  dictatorships.  In  1942  when  the 
Tecumseh  Products  Company  earned  a  coveted 
"E,"  the  community  celebrated. 

In  the  late  1940s,  subdivisions  of  new  homes 
began  and  with  it  much  of  the  community's 
growth  today.  The  Products  promoted  Herrick 
Park  for  homes  for  its  employees,  and  later 
started  ohe  of  the  city's  finest  residential  sec- 
tions, River  Acres. 

Many  changes  occured  in  1950s.  The  village  to 
city  status  was  a  major  one  in  1954.  A  new  high 
school  was  built  in  1950,  the  school  district  grew 
and  with  it  an  extensive  building  program  for 
elementary  schools  began. 

For  many  years  the  community  depended 
practically  on  the  Tecumseh  Products  for 
security,  but  in  the  late  1950s  and  early  1960s 
other  industrial  plants  located  here  -  H.  W.  Tuttle 
Company,  Faraday,  Tecumseh  Corrugated  Box, 
Stauffer   Chemical  and  Fisher  Body. 

Tecumseh  today  is  a  small  midwestern  city, 
blessed  with  many  fine  assets  and  facilities 
found  only  in  larger  towns.  It  is  ever  changing, 
and  Tecumseh  today  may  seem  just  as  strange 
to  folks  50  years  from  now  as  the  early  days  of 
the  village  appear  to  us  in  this  year  of  1974. 

An  excellent  record  of  Tecumseh  during  its 
early  days  may  be  found  in  Clara  Waldron's 
book,  "100  Years- A  Country  Town."  Copies 
are  for  sale,  or  readers  may  find  the  book  on 
the  shelves  at  Tecumseh  Public  Library. 
For  the  past  50  years,  from  1924  to  1974, 
bound  editions  of  The  Tecumseh  Herald  are 
on  file  at  the  library,  reflecting  the  events  of 
that  era). 
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One  of  the  most  picturesque 
cemeteries  in  Southern  Michigan, 
Brookside  Cemetery  is  the  final 
resting  place  of  many  of  Tecumseh's 
prominent  early  settlers. 


Tliis  marker,   dedicated   by   the  M 
Tecumseh  Monday  Club  in  1927,  is  » 
located  in  Brookside  Cemetery  near 
the  gravestones  of  Abi  Evans  and 
two  of  her  children,  Pamela  and 
Charles. 


Gen.  Joseph  Brown,  one  of  the 
founders  and  major  developers  of 
Tecumseh,  is  buried  at  Brookside 
with  his  wife,  Cornelia,  and  nine  of 
their  children. 
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street  scenes 


This  page  sponsored  by:     BALDWIN  HARDWARE  -  Bill  Feight,  owner 

D&C  STORE 


(10) 


crowds  gathered  to  watch  the 
parade  and  bicycle  races  and  just 
plain  "visit"  with  their  neighbors. 
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In  July,  1896,  folks  lined  main  street 
and  the  roof  tops  for  the  bicycle 
races. 

This  page  sponsored  by :    THE  PARTY  SHOP  -  Del  and  Ruth  King,  owners 

TECUMSEH  OFFICE  SUPPLY 
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Chicago  Street  about  1900,  looking 
west.  Village  ordinance  stated 
persons  riding  horses  or  driving 


carriages  or  wagons  faster  than  six 
miles  per  hour  were  subject  to  a  $50 
fine. 


The  Red  Pond  Bridge  was  the 
longest  single  span  bridge  in 
Michigan  when  it  was  completed  in 
1907.  However,  the  width  of  the  240 


foot  steel  superstructure  proved 
inadequate  for  the  motor  age  and 
was  replaced  in  the  late  1950's  with 
the  present  concrete  bridge. 
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East  Chicago  Boulevard  as  it  ap-  hard  surface  roads  built  by  the  state, 
peared  in  April,  1925.  One  of  the  first     it  was  completed  in  1923. 
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Looking  east  on  Chicago  Blvd.  in  the  United  Savings  Bank  with  the  top 
1920's.  The  Hotel  Barrett  is  now  the      two  floors  removed. 


paving  of  M-52  between  Tecumseh 
and  Clinton  in  August,  1931. 
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The  Big  Chief  Garage  on  the 
southeast  corner  of  Evans  and 
Logan  is  now  Auto  Parts  Inc.  Gas 
pumps  were  bigger  than  the  cars  in 
the  1920's. 


Tecumseh  Big  Chief  Garage  moved 
to  the  corner  of  W.  Chicago  and 
^  Pearl  in  the  1920's.  Charlie  Butler 
operated  a  Ford  agency  here  for 
^  :^.^more  than  30  years.  Gambles  now 
occupies  this  corner.  Note  the  Model 
T  gasoline  trucks. 


This  page  sponsored  by:     GAMBLES  -  Don  Martin  &  Son,  Inc. 

LAMB'S  REXALL  PHARMACY  -  Carl  Lamb,  president 
SUNDERLAND  INSURANCE  -  Don  and  Mary  Lou  Sunderland,  owners 
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Chicago  Boulevard  today,  looking 
east. 


This  page  sponsored  by:    TECUMSEH  PRODUCTS  CREDIT  UNION 
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Peninsular  House  was  built  by  Gen. 
Joseph  Brown  in  1827  to  serve  as  a 
stagecoach  stop  for  his  stage  line 
from  Detroit  to  Chicago.  Located 
south  of  Red  Pond  Bridge,  it  was 
torn  down  in  1911  for  its  excellent 
lumber.  Two  large  wings  were 
removed  prior  to  the  Civil  War  and 
converted  into  homes. 


old  business 


Built  by  public  subscription,  the 
Sutton  Opera  House  on  W.  Chicago 
Blvd.  opened  its  doors  during 
Christmas,  1878.  Theatrical  groups 
from  Detroit  and  Chicago  played 
everything  from  "Uncle  Tom's 
Cabin"  to  "Charley's  Aunt."  Even 
the  Marx  Brothers  played  here 
before  stardom  hit.  Floyd  H.  Guy 
purchased  the  building  in  1922  and 
named  it  the  Strand  Theatre.  A  year 
later  he  remodeled  the  interior, 
added  a  modern  two-story  brick 
front  and  motion  pictures  replaced 
stage  plays  as  the  chief  attraction. 
The  structure  was  demolished  in 
1968  for  an  addition  to  the  Gambles 
store. 


This  page  sponsored  by:   FISHER  BODY  -  TECUMSEH  PLANT 
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Globe  Flouring  mill  on  Globe  Pond 
began  operations  in  1839.  In  1858  the 
property  was  deeded  to  WUliam 
Hayden.  When  the  mill  burned  in 
1898,  it  was  immediately  rebuilt 


with  a  new  name,  William  Hayden 
Milling  Co.,  and  a  new  flour,  "1900." 
In  1927  the  machinery  was  moved  to 
S.  Pearl  St.,  where  the  business 
continues  to  this  day. 


Erected  in  1869  on  the  south  bank  of  mill  produced  four  to  five  tons  of 

the  main  channel,  the  Tecumseh  dark  brown  paper  per  day,  using 

Paper  Mill  was  operated  by  the  straw  as  the  main  ingredient,  and 

Smith  Bros,  for  30  years.  In  1895  the  employed  about  25  men. 
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Quaker  MUl  about  1900.  Mill  started  grist  mill  ran  until  the  early  1900's 

in  1847  by  Samuel  Satterthwaite  and  under  various  owners,  turning  out 

Aaron  Comfort  on  Mill  Pond,  near  2,000  sacks  of  flour  per  day.  Mill  was 

the  saw  mill  built  in  the  1830's.  In  abandoned  about  1915  and  the  dam 

1851  the  saw  mill  burned,  but  the  washed  out  in  a  spring  flood. 


Teeumseb  gteam  flouring  7V\.iUs, 

CHAS.   HECK.  Proprietor. 


Old  Presbyterian  Church  was 
bought  by  the  Heck  Bros,  in  1891 
when  their  mill  on  Red  Pond  burned 
down.  They  converted  it  into  a 
steam-powered  flour  mUl,  the  first 


non-water  power  mUl  in  town. 
Located  on  N.  Maumee,  it  was  sold 
in  1904  to  the  Michigan  Macaroni 
Co.,  and  later  became  the  Uncle 
Sam  Macaroni  Co. 
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"XCH At4Gr  HOTELr 


Exchange  Hotel,  built  on  Evans 
,  Street  in  1858.  The  original  hotel  on 


i^^-'^'  ^^Tw^^^  E.  Chicago,  called  the  Michigan 
House,  burned  in  1858.  Now  the 
"  ^     i  if-'i  ^'      storage  lot  of  Moore  Lumber  Co.  it 
catered  to  the  railroad  trade  and 
....'Mi^mM  was  in  active  use  until  the  1900's. 


Formed  in  the  1890's,  the  Tecumseh 
State  Bank  was  one  of  the  village's 
more  stable  monetary  institutions, 
along  with  the  Lilley  State  Bank. 
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Bidwells  Block  was  constructed  in  the  town's  leading  businessmen. 
1852  by  Birdsley  J.  Bidwell,  one  of       Now  occupied  by  Ken-Ray  Drugs. 
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Manison  House,  built  in  1835  on  the! 
'site  of  United  Savings  Bank,  was 
removed  in  1867  for  construction  of 
the  Merchants  Block. 


Merchants  Block,  present  location  of  First  floor  contained  three  stores, 

United  Savings  Bank,  who  removed  the  second  was  sleeping  rooms  of  the 

the  top  two  floors  was  built  in  Merchants  Hotel  and  the  third,  an 

1867  by  a  group  of  businessmen.  auditorium. 
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Built  about  1840,  the  Cummins 
Carriage  Factory  on  Evans  St. 
I  operated  for  almost  40  years,  win- 
ning prizes  at  state  and  county  fairs. 
Thomas  Cummins,  owner,  stands 
fourth  from  left. 


Lenawee  Carriage  Factory  on 
Kilbuck  and  Pearl  was  operated  by 
the  John  Hialy  family  until  well 
after  the  turn  of  the  century. 


Producers  of  library,  extension  and 
center  tables,  The  Tecumseh  Table 
Co.  employed  about  25  men  in  1895. 
^  The  building  was  torn  down  in  1924  to 
make  room  for  a  service  station, 
now  owned  by  Harold  Easton. 
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Masons  were  the  towns  first 
fraternal  organization,  formed  in 
1854.  The  Masonic  Temple,  built  in 
1894  on  the  corner  of  Chicago  and 
Evans,  completed  the  two-block 
business  section.  D  &  C  occupies  the 
first  floor. 


F.M.  Bryan  was  the  Tecumseh 
Dairy  Co.  in  1895. 


The  Teciunseh  Butter  Company  on 
E.  Pottawatamie  made  butter  and 
ice  cream.  It  produced  25,000  pounds 
of  butter  per  week  and  employed  13 
men  before  burning  down  in  1922. 


(26) 


H.  Brewer  &  Co.,  manufacturers  of 
clay  working  machinery  and  ap- 
pliances, began  operations  in  1848. 
The  business  was  moved  to  Evans 
and  Cummins  Streets  in  1909  and 
collapsed  after  the  depression.  Since 
1935,  the  buildings  have  been  the 
nucleus  of  the  Tecumseh  Products 
Co. 


Anthony  Fence  Co.  at  the  corner  of 
Patterson  and  Evans  was  built  in 
1906.  Yearly  output  in  1922  for  nine 
machines  was  6,000  tons  of  fence  per 
year  and  the  firm  employed  about 
40.  Sold  in  1910  to  the  American  Wire 
Co.,  which  ceased  operations  in  1925. 
Later  incorporated  into  the 
Tecumseh  Products  plant. 


1 1' 


Brown  &  Co.  Farm  Implements  was 
located  on  the  northeast  corner  of 
Chicago  and  Pearl.  This  load  of  furs, 
valued  at  $10,000,  was  sold  in  1916  by 
the  company  to  a  firm  in  Detroit. 
Ceased  operations  in  1924. 


S.W.  Temple's  Planing  and  Mat- 
ching Mill  probably  began 
operations  in  the  1860's.  Manufac- 
tured sash,  doors,  and  blinds  and 
sold  lumber. 


C.A.  Slayton  sold  farm  implements 
in  this  building  on  Evans  St.  long 
before  the  Civil  War  and  50  years 
afterward.  Building  now  occupied 
by  Des  Ermia's  furniture. 
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The  railroad  came  to  Tecumseh  in 
1838  with  completion  of  the  Palmyra 
and  Jacksonburgh  RR,  but  the  line 
was  primitive  and  deteriorated 
rapidly.  It  was  acquired  and  im- 
proved in  1844  by  the  Michigan 

/ 


Southern  and  Northern  Indiana  RR 
Co.  Shown  here  is  the  Lake  Shore 
and  Southern  Michigan  Station  in 
Tecumseh  in  1885.  Built  in  1854,  it 
burned  down  in  1893. 


Last  run  of  the  Jackson  Branch  of 
the  N.Y.C.  RR  at  Tecumseh  in 
September,  1938,  after  service  of 
nearly  100  years.  L.  to  R.,  Conductor 


railroad 
to  tecumseh 


Bert  Smith,  Newberry  J.  Sat- 
terthwaite.  Engineer  Jones,  Leon 
Rosacrans,  J.  Newton  Sat- 
terthwaite,  Don  Wright. 
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The  General  Hardware  Stock  of 

SATTERTHWAITE  BROS. 
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The  Adrian-Tecumseh-Ann  Arbor 
Bus  Line  began  daily  service  in  the 
early  1920's.  The  motor  busses  were 
20  feet  long,  electrically  lighted  and 
could  seat  22  people.   Bus  left 


Tecumseh  daily  at  7  a.m.  and  left 
Adrian  for  Tecumseh  at  7:05  p.m.  A 
one-way  ticket  to  Adrian  was  50c. 
Ready  to  board  in  1925  were,  from 
left,  J.N.  Satterthwaite,  -  Graebner, 


Wade  Jones,  Capt.  Rathbun,  R.A. 
Heesen,  John  Nyland,  -  Puffer, 
Henry  W.  McQure,  Tom  Bridges, 
Frank  Temple,  and  -  Capwall. 


(31) 


centennial  -  1924 


An  estimated  10,000  spectators  came 
to  the  July  4,  1924  Tecumseh  Cen- 
tennial Parade  and  celebration. 
Riding  in  the  gaily  decorated  lead 
car  was  J.H.  Smith,  chairman,  and 
village  president. 

This  pafre  sponsored  by  :      FLANDERS  MUSIC  -  Bill  and  Betty  Flanders,  owners 

THE  GREY  FOX  FLORAL 

JACK'S  TECUMSEH  BARBERSHOP,  HAIR  SYTLES 
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Centennial  Parade  July  4,  1924. 


This  pafre  sponsored  by:  Log  Cabin  Float,  portraying  the  first 

WILLIAM  M.  POWELL  REAL  ESTATE  -  William  Powell,  broker  ^  X^es'^l^liLXl 
TRICKEY'S,  INC.  -  Charlie  and  Betty  Trickey,  owners 
OUSTERHOUT'S  FLOWERS  -  Dave  and  Donna  Ousterhout,  owners 
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This  25-piece  band,  directed  by 
Clare  Camburn,  was  recruited  from 
among  the  best  musicians  in  the 
county.  Tecumseh  Ladies  Band  also 
marched  in  the  parade. 


A  group  of  businesswomen  and 
housewives,  trained  and  directed  by 
Clare  Camburn,  the  Tecumseh 
Ladies'  Band  was  one  of  the  town's 
finest  and  most  public  spirited 
organizations.  Usually  about  18  in 
number,  they  practiced  and  played 
together  for  nearly  25  years, 


disbanding  in  1934.  Top  row  from 
left,  Edith  .  Wilson  Witheral, 
Florence  Snow,  Naomi  Williamson, 
Anna  Hardenberg,  Nevada  Watson, 
Bessie  Foster  Aten,  Margaret 
Matthews.  Second  row.  Bill  CoUer, 
drummer  and  brother  of  the  late 


Lester  CoUer,  Mrs.  Robert  McCoy, 
Mrs.  Tom  McCann,  Margaret 
Denison,  Mr.  Camburn,  Alma 
Kloffenstein  Fisher,  Mary  Deery, 
Helen  Smith  Rogers.  Third  row, 
Zora  Dickenson,  Ethel  Keyser, 
Marie  Poucher  and  Edna  Staulter. 
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Float  entered  by  William  Hayden 
Milling  Co. 
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Tecumseh's  only  "Chief  Tecumseh"  has  been  Bob  Moore,  seen  here  with  Floyd  Elliott, 
mayor  of  Tecumseh  on  the  city's  125th  celebration,  and  at  the  left,  the  mayor  of  Tecumseh, 
Ontario.  Photo  at  far  right  shows  Moore  on  his  pony  during  Tecumseh's  Centennial 
celebration  in  1924. 


(36) 


Over  100  years  of  being  a  village  for 
Tecumseh  came  to  an  end  in  1954  when 
the  conimunity  became  a  city.  With  the 
change  came  a  new  form  of  govern- 
ment, a  charter,  and  a  council-city 
manager  type  of  management. 

Charles  Mensing  was  elected  by 
council  as  the  first  mayor,  and  Ed 
Nelson  became  city  manager,  a  post  he 
held  until  his  death  in  1963.  In  the  spring 
of  1954,  Mensing  resigned  as  mayor  and 
H.H.  "Oley"  Hanna  took  over  the 
position. 

Successive  mayors  have  been  Harold 
Easton,  now  in  his  12th  year,  William 
Holmes,  W.  James  Gillespie  and 
George  McCombs. 

In  1963  Cal  Zorn  became  city 
manager  and  has  served  in  that  post  for 
the  past  11  years.  Naomi  Sallows  was 
the  first  city  clerk,  retiring  in  1967. 
Vera  Gardner  has  been  city  clerk  for 
the  past  seven  years.  James  C.  Beard- 
sley  and  Gregg  Forsthoefel  have  been 
city  attorneys. 

The  City  of  Tecumseh  is  a  far  cry 
from  the  village  of  150  years  ago,  even 
50  years  ago.  Over  300  acres,  including 
the  areas  of  Globe  Mill  Pond  and 
Standish  Pond,  are  owned  and  main- 
tained by  the  city. 


village  to  city 
in  1954 


city  of  tecumseh 


1954-1974 


Seven  parks,  including  Tecumseh 
Park,  are  located  within  the  com- 
munity for  residents  and  travelers. 
Tecumseh  Park,  formerly  "the  Pit,"  is 
the  center  of  summer  recreation  for 
thousands  of  youngsters.  City  pur- 
chased this  property  from  the 
Tecumseh  Community  Fund  Foun- 
dation in  1967  and  has  since  constructed 
a  concession-dressing  room  com- 
bination building  for  swimmers,  tennis 
courts  and  added  other  recreational 
facilities. 

Recreation  programs  are  also 
sponsored  at  the  elementary  schools 
during  the  summer,  and  various 
programs  are  conducted  throughout  the 
year  at  the  Tecumseh  Community 
center. 

The  Community  Center  was  given  to 
the  city  in  1961  by  Ray  Herrick.  It  has 
continuously  grown  in  popularity  with 
all  age  groups  and  for  a  variety  of 
programs,  including  many  per- 
formances by  the  Tecumseh  Players. 

The  wastewater  plant  was  built  in 
1952  and  has  had  two  major  additions, 
one  of  which  doubled  the  plant's 
capacity  in  1965.  The  city  maintains 
approximately  12  miles  of  storm 
sewers,  30  miles  of  sanitary  sewers  and 
40  miles  of  water  mains. 
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city  continues  to  grow 


Growth  of  the  community  jumped 
shortly  after  World  War  II  and  with  it 
miles  of  streets  were  added.  Today, 
nearly  40  miles  of  streets  are  main- 
tained, a  figure  bound  to  increase  in  the 
near  future. 

While  the  city  manager  administers 
the  affairs  of  the  community,  council 
has  direct  control  over  many  boards 
which  members  are  appointed.  These 
boards  include  the  Hospital  Board, 
Planning  Commission,  Board  of 
Review,  Election  Committee,  Parks 
and  Recreation  Board,  Board  of  Ap- 
peals, Electrical  Board,  and 
Retirement  Board. 

The  Hospital  Board  acts  ahnost 
freely  of  council  in  managing  the  100 
plus  bed  facility.  The  board  not  only 
serves  Herrick  Memorial  Hospital  but 
also  Herrick  Nursing  Home. 

The  city's  fire  department  is  one  of 
the  best  equipped  in  the  area  with 
several  new  pieces  of  equipment  added 
in  recent  years.  The  department  has  22 


volunteers  and  three  full  time  firemen 
operating  four  pumpers,  one  tanker  and 
a  rescue  vehicle. 

First  'city  fire  chief  was  Cecil 
Alderdyce  followed  by  the  current 
chief,  Wallace  MacGeorge.  A  modern 
fire  station  was  constructed  in  1971. 

George  Kilbourn  was  hired  as  the 
city's  first  police  chief.  Murell  Clark 
succeeded  him,  and  in  1973  Ray  Walton 
replaced  Clark. 

Eleven  officers  plus  the  chief  are 
included  in  the  department,  which  has 
two  patrol  cars.  Equipment  and 
facilities  at  the  department  are  among 
the  best. 

Parks  and  recreation  facilities  and 
programs  are  under  the  direction  of 
Ward  Eardley,  who  has  served  as 
director  for  the  past  five  years.  This 
division  of  city  operations  has  grown 
tremendously  in  recent  years. 

Other  directors  included  John 
Henderson,  Don  Montague  and  Don 
Moffit. 


Today's  council  for  Tecumseh  consists  of  Wallace  Whiting,  Raymond  Puffer,  James 
Palmer,  Mayor  Harold  Easton,  Aden  Meade,  Steve  Kruger  and  Dr.  Carlton  Cook. 
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The  pumping  station  for  Tecumseh's 
"modern"  water  works  system  was 
built  on  S.  Division  in  1893. 


Tecumseh  Electric  Powerhouse  at 
Red  Pond  was  built  in  1902  by  the 
Smith  Co.  It  was  later  sold  to  Con- 
sumers Power  and  remained  in 
operation  until  1950. 
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Tecumseh's  combined  Council 
Building  and  Fire  Department  was 
constructed  in  1871  on  S.  Evans.  It 
housed  a  handrawn  steam  engine 
with  a  meeting  room  for  council  and 
a  practice  room  for  the  local  band. 
Belfrey  was  added  two  years  later 
with  other  additions  made  in  1885. 


Elmer  Mellow  was  still  a  familiar 
sight  in  1910  as  he  drove  the  city's 
water  tanker,  sprinkling  the 
downtown  streets  during  the  dusty 
summer  months. 
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Present  city  hall  and  police 
department  was  built  in  1957  on  the 
corner  of  E.  Chicago  Blvd.  and 
Maumee  on  the  Public  Promenade 
Plat,  one  of  four  areas  Musgrove 
Evans  designated  for  public  use  in 
his  1824  survey  of  the  village.  Also 
the  location  of  the  former  East 
Branch  School. 


The  original  fire  hall  was  torn  down 
and  rebuilt  in  1971.  This  bright 
yellow  Ford  900  Tilt  Cab  purchased 
in  April,  pumps,  1,000  gallons  of 
water  per  minute. 
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The  original  Adams  Park  in  1900, 
located  at  corner  of  E.  Chicago  and 
Maumee,  was  another  of  the  areas 
designated  by  Musgrove  Evans  as 
public  land.  Called  Court  House 
Square,  because  the  court  house 
stood  there  until  1866,  it  is  now  the 
site  of  the  U.S.  Post  Office. 


Now  located  adjacent  to  city  hall, 
Adams  Park  was  reborn  due  to  the 
efforts  of  the  Little  Garden  Club  and 
numerous  Tecumseh  residents  and 
organizations.  The  club  received  the 
State  Community  Achievement  of 
the  Year  Award  in  May  for 
spearheading  the  project. 
Dedication  of  the  park  was  held  May 
21,  1974. 
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Above,  Tecumseh's  first  hospital, 
built  in  1938  through  the  efforts  of 
Dr.  H.H.  Hammel,  Ray  Herrick 
and  thousands  of  local  and  area 
citizens.  Hospital  grew  rapidly, 
which  is  evident  in  picture  at  the 
right,  and  today  (below)  it  is 
being  completely  renovated 
through  a  $3  million  gift  from  the 
late  Ray  Herrick. 
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Military  Square  in  1908.  Now  the  site  | 
of  the  public  library,  it  served  as[ 
drill  grounds  for  Civil  War  and| 
Spanish  War  troops.  The  monument  | 
was  erected  in  1882  as  a  memorial  to 
Civil  War  veterans  and  was  moved 
i  to  Brookside  Cemetery  in  1929.  Note 
old  Union  School  at  right. 


Tecumseh  Park  is  in  constant 
use  during  the  summer,  providing 
facilities  for  swimming,  picnicking, 
tennis  and  paddleball,  plus  a  con- 
cession building  with  dressing 
facilities. 


(44) 


Site  of  the  original  Globe  Mill,  later 
the  William  Hayden  Milling  Co.  The 
mill  was  sold  to  Henry  Ford  in  1933 
for  $1.  He  tore  it  down  and  rebuilt  the 
structure,  using  it  as  a  mill  and  for 
defense  work  during  WW  II.  Ray 
Herrick  bought  the  mill  about  1960, 
remodeled  it  and  gave  it  to  the  city 
for  a  Community  Center. 
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schools  and  education 


First  taxes  for  public  schools 
were  levied  in  1828  when  $50  was 
assessed  on  each  taxable  piece  of 
property  in  the  town.  The  money 
was  to  be  distributed  between  the 
primary  schools,  North  Branch, 
West  Branch,  and  the  old  East 
Branch  at  Kilbuck  and  Oneida 
Streets. 

In  1869  a  new  East  Branch  was 
constructed  at  Chicago  Boulevard 
and  Maumee  Street.  This  building 
was  razed  in  the  early  1950's  to 
make  room  for  the  new  City  Hall, 
which  was  erected  in  1957.  In  1886 
West  Branch  was  built  at  Kilbuck 
and  Maiden  Lane,  a  wing  was 
added  at  a  later  date. 

These  three  schools  served  the 
primary  school  needs  of  the  district 
for  many  years;  in  fact,  until  1954 
when  the  first  new  building  used 
exclusively  for  elementary  pupils 
was  completed.  This  new  building 
was  named  after  Dr.  Patterson,  a 
long  term  school  board  member, 
upon  whose  former  land  it  was 
constructed. 

The  first  high  school  was  not 
opened  until  1856,  called  the  Union 
School,  and  was  owned  by  the 
former  District  No.  7  of  Lenawee 
County. 

"In  name  it  was  a  public  school, 
but  for  several  years  it  was  not  a 
free  one."  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it 
would  have  been  illegal  for  the 
district  to  offer  free  schooling 
beyond  the  eighth  grade.  Not  until 
1859  did  the  state  legislature  pass  a 
law  authorizing  "union  schools"  to 
elect  a  school  board  with  the  power 
to  build  a  high  school,  and  then  only 
when  voted  by  the  district.  Thus, 
Tecumseh  jumped  the  gun  by  three 
years  and  for  that  period  high 
school  pupils  were  forced  to  pay 
tuition."  Excerpt  from  One 
Hundred  years  -  A  Country  Town, 
by  Clara  Waldron. 

Incorporated  in  this  structure 
was  the  old  bronze  bell  from  the 
court  house  in  Tecumseh,  when  it 
was  the  county  seat. 

Since  Tecumsehites  have,  even 
as  early  as  1838,  been  interested  in 
fine  educational  opportunities  they 
secured  one  of  eight  branch  schools 
of  the  University  of  Michigan 
estabhshed  in  Michigan  at  that 
time.  It  was  located  in  the  old  Court 


House  building  and  ran  from  1838 
to  1842. 

From  1886  until  1919  no  new 
schools  were  built.  However,  the 
schools  were  becoming  over- 
crowded and  after  several  at- 
tempts to  secure  voter  approval 
the  so  called  "new  high  school" 
was  constructed  at  the  same 
location  as  the  Union  School.  The 
bronze  bell  from  the  Union  School 
was  melted  down  and  made  into 
the  dedicatory  placque  still 
viewable  in  the  building  which  is 
now  used  to  house  the  seventh  and 
eighth  grades. 

The  Qass  of  1918-1919  was  the 
first  to  publish  a  printed  annual. 
Its  editors  were  R.H.  (Bob)  Moore 
and  Perry  Hayden  with  Mrs. 
Wyman  Service  (Miss  Lois 
Donaldson)  as  their  advisor.  Mrs. 
Orville  Laidlaw  was  also  a  guiding 
light  in  this  tremendous  project. 

Mrs.  Wyman  Service  also  has  the 
distinction  of  being  the  first 
married  teacher  hired  in  the 
Tecumseh  Schools.  Women's 
Rights  were  not  too  great  as  far  as 
women  teachers  were  concerned 
prior  to  1933  when  Mrs.  Service 
returned  to  teaching  in  Tecumseh. 

In  the  early  1940's  the  schools 
were  again  becoming  overcrowded 
and  by  the  mid-40's,  children  were 
housed  in  various  churches  and  the 
basement  of  the  public  library. 
These  were  make-do  schools  as 
were  necessary  before  the  Union 
School  was  built.  It  was  during  this 
period  that  the  citizens  of  the 
community  banded  together  and 
constructed  the  beautiful  bowl 
athletic  field  just  north  of  the  high 
school  at  that  time.  The  actual 
labor  of  constructing  this  project 
was  provided  by  the  townspeople, 
teachers,  and  pupils.  They  also 
provided  the  funds  necessary  for 
its  completion.  Later  the  north 
field  was  added  to  the  lay-out 
having  been  given  to  the  Public 
Schools  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jens 
Touborg. 

The  Joyce  Andrews  Memorial 
pool  was  located  on  the  athletic 
field  in  1956.  Funds  were  provided 
by  Ray  Herrick  and  other  in- 
terested citizens.  It  is  operated  by 
the  city  and  used  both  by  the  city 
and  the  schools. 


The  athletic  field  has  been 
enlarged,  lighted  and  beautified 
extensively  since  the  original  field, 
and  it  is  still  used  by  the  city  and 
the  junior  and  senior  high  school 
pupils  for  recreational  purposes. 

All  of  the  elementary  schools 
within  the  city  are  located  on  ap- 
proximately ten-acre  plots  and  the 
playgrounds  are  used  by  the  city 
during  the  summer  months  for 
their  recreational  programs  and  as 
parks  for  general  purpose  use. 

Late  in  the  1940's  after  one 
negative  vote,  the  electroate  ap- 
proved bonding  and  plans  for  a  new 
high  school  which  was  opened  on 
North  Maumee  Street  in  1950.  This 
building  also  housed  the  seventh 
and  eighth  grades  and  since  it  had 
no  gymnasium  or  cafeteria  the 
pupils  returned  to  the  old  high 
school  for  those  services. 

The  old  high  school  was 
renovated  and  adapted  to 
elementary  school  use  and  became 
known  as  the  Central  School. 

Additions  were  made  to  the  new 
high  school  in  1953,  in  1963  through 
bond  issues,  and  at  later  dates 
through  gifts  by  Mr.  Herrick  and 
the  assistance  of  the  Intermediate 
School  District. 

In  the  mid-1950's  the  Central 
School  became  the  Junior  High, 
housing  the  seventh  and  eighth 
grades  for  the  high  school  building 
was  overcrowded.  Financed  by 
another  gift  by  Mr.  Herrick  a 
vocational  addition  helped  to 
relieve  serious  overcrowding  in  the 
Junior  High. 

The  mid-1950's  saw  the  annexing 
of  19  rural  school  districts  by  the 
Tecumseh  Public  Schools.  Schools 
were  erected  at  Tipton,  Herrick 
Park,  Tecumseh  Acres  and  Macon. 
Additions  were  made  to  Ridgeway 
and  Patterson  Schools.  The  Sutton 
School  was  closed  as  was  West 
Branch  but  both  of  these  schools 
were  re-opened  soon  to  relieve 
overcrowding. 

In  1970  a  new  elementary  school 
was  opened  in  the  Sutton  area.  It  is 
the  most  modern  of  the  schools  and 
has  facilities  for  experimental  as 
well  as  traditional  programs  of 
learning. 

The  West  Branch  School  has 
been  converted  to  a  Maintenance 
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Union  School  was  built  in  1856  on  the 
site  of  the  present  junior  high  at  a 
total  cost  of  $16,000.  The  building 
was  razed  in  1918  for  the  new  Union 
High  School,  which  cost  $100,000,  and 
is  the  present  junior  high. 


Tecumseh  Junior  High,  the  former  and  converted  to  a  junior  high  in 
Union  High  School,  was  built  in  1918  1958. 
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education  facilities 


and  Receiving  Building  and  is  the 
last  of  the  original  three  elemen- 
tary buildings  still  owned  by  the 
schools. 

Vocational  training  sup- 
plemental to  that  offered  in 
Tecumseh  High  School  is  available 
to  pupils  at  the  Lenawee 
Vocational  Technical  School  in 
Adrian.  They  are  bussed  from  the 
high  school  to  the  Vo-Tec  in  Adrian, 
spend  approximately  a  half  day  in 
such  study,  and  bussed  back  to  the 
high  school. 

It  has  been  fortunate  that 
relatively  few  board  members  and 
superintendents  have  served  the 
pubUc  schools  over  the  years  for  it 
has  tended  to  stabilize  the  district, 
providing  more  efficient  long  term 
planning.  Three  Board  of 
Education  members  served  the 
schools  for  a  total  of  70  years;  Dr. 
M.A.  Patterson  30,  Jens  Touborg 
20,  and  Aden  Mead  20.  Three 
superintendents  have  a  total  of  47 
years  with  the  Tecumseh  Schools: 
C.R.  Dustin  12,  W.L.  Berkhof  14, 


and      F.J.      McDowell  21. 

One  of  the  most  unique  situations 
concerning  bond  issues  and  school 
sites  and  buildings  existed  from 
1949  until  the  present.  Since  1949 
when  the  new  high  school  building 
was  being  contemplated  no  bond 
issues  have  been  passed  by  the 
electorate  without  major  gifts  by 
dedicated,  generous  men,  their 
families  and  businesses. 

In  1949,  Ray  W.  Herrick  together 
with  Frank  Smith,  CM.  Brown, 
and  Jens  Touborg  provided  a  kick- 
off  fund  towards  the  nigh  school. 
Mr.  Herrick  and  the  Tecumseh 
Products  Company  made  funds 
available  providing  affirmative 
vote  by  the  electorate  on  two  later 
bond  issues,  as  well  as  providing 
the  land  for  the  Herrick  Park 
School. 

In  1963  they  made  an  outright  gift 
of  the  science  wing  at  the  high 
school  and  the  high  school  library 
at  the  same  location.  At  the  same 
time  they  provided  the  funds  for 
the  vocational  addition  at  the 


Junior  High  as  well  as  funds  to  help 
operate  the  schools.  They  also  gave 
the  major  portion  of  the  funds 
necessary  to  build  and  equip  the 
bus  garage  on  James  Street. 
Together  with  the  Tecumseh 
Community  Fund  they  provided 
and  helped  to  equip  the  community 
with  the  new  public  library  on 
North  Ottawa  Street. 

The  citizens  of  the  Tecumseh 
School  District  own  property 
valued  today  at  $7,826,000,  not 
including  the  cost  of  the  land.  The 
value  of  the  buildings  is  $7,154,000, 
and  the  contents  is  $662,000.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  1973-74  school  year 
the  bonded  indebtedness  has  been 
reduced  to  $1,015,000. 

From  1838  to  1974  Tecumseh 
schools  have  become  "big 
business"  and  all  citizens  share  an 
interest  and  pride  in  what  they 
have  accomplished.  (Material  for 
this  article  was  assembled  and 
written  by  James  McDowell). 


school  now 
big  business 


This  page  sponsored  by: 

W ATKINS  SHOP  -  Goldie  Watkins,  owner 

BUD'S  A&W  DRIVE-IN  AND  FROSTY  FREEZE  -  Bud  and  Olive  Ruettinger 
DES  ERMIA'S  FURNITURE  AND  CARPETS  -  Chuck  and  Marcia  Des  Ermia 
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Sutton  Elementary  School,  built  in 
1969,  is  the  latest  addition  to  the 
IS  page  sponsored  by:  Tecumseh  School  System. 

SLUYTER'S  EXCEPTIONAL  GIFTS  AND  LAMPS  -  Jessie  Sluyter,  owner 

PROCTOR  SHOES  -  Wes  Proctor,  owner 

JACKSON  REAL  ESTATE  -  Cliff  Jackson,  owner 
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Tecumseh  received  a  grant  from  Blvd.  The  building  now  houses  the 
Andrew  Carnegie  to  build  the  first  offices  of  the  Tecumseh  Board  of 
public  library  in  1904  on  W.  Chicago  Education. 


Tecumseh  Public  Library  on  N. 
Ottawa  was  built  in  1962. 

This  page  sponsored  by: 

AUTOMOTIVE  PARTS  AND  SUPPLY 

TECUMSEH  CAMERA  SHOP  -  Charles  Saling,  owner 

DORY'S  DONUTS  -  Donald  Dobrosky,  owner 
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churches 


Church  of  Christ,  312  W.  Chicago 
Blvd.  Founded  in  1951  and  moved 
into  the  old  Baptist  Church  in  1972. 
Church  built  in  1865. 


Church  of  Nazarene,  807  Sunset. 
Founded  in  1955  and  building 
dedicated  in  1969. 


Assembly  of  God,  210  Bidwell  St. 
Incorporated  in  1950  and  church 
dedicated  the  same  year. 


Church  of  God,  202  S.  Van  Buren  St. 
Founded  in  the  1930's  and  have 
occupied  present  church  since  1969. 


,  5^^  Tecumseh  Friends,  9390  Tecumseh- 
i;^.  Clinton  Road.  Founded  in  1842  with 
%  church  dedicated  in  1969. 


First  United  Presbyterian,  211  W. 
Chicago  Blvd.  Incorporated  in  1828 
with  church  cornerstone  laid  in  1866. 


Gloria  Dei  Lutheran,  108  W.  Brown. 
^  Founded  in  1957  and  building 
I  dedicated  in  1963. 
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Grace  English  Evangelical 
Lutheran,  302  N.  Maumee.  Founded 
in  1939  and  church  dedicated  in  1940. 


Lower  Light  Mission,  217  S.  Maumee 
St.  Founded  in  1939  with  building 
dedicated  in  1953. 


Missionary  Baptist,  28  Cairns. 
Founded  in  1954.  First  service  in 
present  church  in  1957. 


ft 


St.  Elizabeth  Catholic,  508  N.  Union. 
Established  as  a  parish  in  1947,  with 
church  cornerstone  laid  in  1950. 


St.  Peter's  Episcopal,  313  N.  Evans. 
Founded  in  1832.  Present  church 
dedicated  in  1963. 
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United  Methodist,  605  Bishop  Reed 
Drive.  Established  in  1828.  Church 
cornerstone  laid  in  1966. 


First  Baptist,  5920  E.  Milwaukee 
Road.  Founded  in  1839  and  new 
church  dedicated  in  1972. 


united  methodist 
church 
1864-1967 

United  Methodist.  A  Tecumseh 
landmark  for  more  than  100  years, 
the  old  Methodist  Church  was  buUt 
in  1864  on  W.  Chicago  Blvd.  The 
building  was  torn  down  in  1967. 


I 


St.  Peter's  Episcopal.  Before  it  was 
dismantled  in  1962,  St.  Peters  was 
the  oldest  Episcopal  church  building 
west  of  the  Allegheny  Mountains. 
Built  in  1833,  it  numbered  among  its 
building  fund  contributors  Andrew 
Jackson,  Henry  Clay  and  Daniel 
Webster. 

St.  peter's 
episcopal  church 
1833-1962 
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tecumseh  products  company 


In  October  1934,  the  Tecumseh 
Products  Company  was  founded,  a  poor 
company  of  little  means,  one  dependent 
to  a  great  extent  on  the  cooperation  and 
assistance  from  citizens  of  the  com- 
munity. 

Much  has  been  written  about  the 
company  —  its  place  today  as  the 
world's  largest  manufacturer  of 
compressors,  an  employer  here  of  some 
3,000  with  subsidiaries  in  the  states  and 
abroad,  and  its  effect  on  the  City  of 
Tecumseh. 

Ray  W.  Herrick  was  the  company's 
first  president  and  its  leader  from  a 
humble  beginning  to  a  giant  cor- 
poration. A  man  with  an  eighth  grade 
education,  he  not  only  was  instrumental 
in  the  company's  growth  but  in  the 
growth  and  welfare  of  the  conrmiunity. 


He  was  followed  as  president  in  1954 
by  Joseph  Layton,  who  was  succeeded 
following  his  death  by  Lewis  Lamm, 
Willis  Haselwood,  Kenneth  Herrick  and 
William  Macbeth. 

While  Herrick  may  have  guided  the 
company  to  greatness,  men  like  BUI 
Sage,  Jens  Touborg,  Curtis  Brown, 
Frank  Smith  and  Clyde  Giltner  had 
much  to  do  with  its  success. 

In  1937  Jens  Touborg  designed  the 
first  hermetic  compressor.  It  has  since 
been  modified,  the  first  time  in  1945  by 
Mr.  Touborg. 

During  World  War  II,  the  company's 
production  included  items  or  parts  for 
shells,  depth  bombs.   Rolls  Royce 


aircraft  engines,  tanks  and  other 
equipment  for  the  conflict. 

In  1948,  the  company  started  Herrick 
Park  subdivision,  and  seven  years  later 
River  Acres  subdivision.  Also  in  1948, 
the  Products  and  Tresco  announced  a 
$145,000  gift  for  a  new  $400,000  high 
school. 

In  1955  the  Products  purchased 
Tresco,  Inc.,  a  sales  and  engineering 
organization  for  the  company  since  the 
company  was  founded.  Smith,  Brown 
and  Touborg  headed  Tresco  at  that 
time. 

Growth  and  prosperity  of  the  com- 
pany continued  to  climb  through  the 
years,  and  in  1973  record  sales  of  nearly 
|525  million  were  reached. 


The  Tecumseh  Products  Employees 
Credit  Union  was  organized  in  1956. 
Membership  today  exceeds  4,500 
with  assets  totaling  nearly  five-and- 
one-half  million  dollars. 


This  page  sponsored  by: 


TECUMSEH  PRODUCTS  COMPANY 
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philantrophy 
touched  thousands 
during  mid-century 


History  of  Tecumseh  would  never  be 
complete  unless  it  included  the  life  of 
Ray  W.  Herrick,  an  individual,  who 
before  his  death  on  April  14,  1973, 
contributed  more  to  this  community 
than  any  other  person. 

As  a  dynamic  leader  of  the 
Tecumseh  Products  Company,  he 
affected,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
the  life  of  practically  every  resident  of 
Tecumseh  and  surrounding  com- 
munities. 

Besides  guiding  a  small  and  humble 
company  in  1934  to  a  giant  corporation, 
providing  thousands  of  jobs  for  men 
and  women  in  the  area,  he  became  a 
generous  philanthropist  not  only  for 
Tecumseh  but  for  Adrian  College,  City 
of  Holland,  Howe  Military,  University 
of  Michigan  and  Michigan  State 
University  and  many  others. 

Through  the  Herrick  Foundation, 
millions  of  dollars  were  given.  Locally, 
his  philanthropy  aided  Herrick 
Memorial  Hospital,  Tecumseh  Public 
Schools,  City  of  Tecumseh,  many 
churches,  and  for  years  he  provided 
college  scholarships  for  students  at 
Tecumseh,  Clinton  and  Britton.  His 
gifts  are  too  numerous  to  record  here. 

While  Evans,  Brown  and  Wing  were 
vital  to  the  founding  of  Tecumseh  in 
1824,  Ray  Herrick  was  equally  in- 
fluential, perhaps  more  so,  in  the 
development  of  the  community  during 
the  middle  years  of  the  20th  century. 


r.w.  herrick 
1890-1973 
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industry 
today 


Rumpf  Truck  Line  Inc.,  424  S. 
Maumee,  began  operations  in 
Tecumseh  in  1928  on  Logan  Street. 
They  moved  to  the  present  location 
in  1951  and  now  employ  ap- 
proximately 100. 


Fisher  Body  Division  -  GMC,  5550 
Occidental  Hwy.,  is  a  soft  trim 
fabrication  plant.  The  company 
began  operations  in  Tecumseh  in 
1965  and  employs  approximately 
800. 


Faraday  Inc.,  805  S.  Maumee, 
manufactures  audible  signals, 
hospital  communications  equip- 
ment, clock  and  program  equipment 
and  fire  alarm  control  panels.  The 
firm  located  here  in  1962  and  em- 
ploys approximately  210. 
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Tecumseh  Corrugated  Box  Co.,  707 
S.  Evans,  fabricates  corrugated 
cardboard  containers  of  all  sizes. 
The  firm  located  here  in  1963  and 
employs  approximately  300. 


Stauffer  Chemical  Co.,  Sutton  Road, 
began  manufacturing  silicone  just 
south  of  Tecumseh  in  1964.  The  firm 
employs  approximately  300. 
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Sutton  Place,  which  now  houses  the 
offices  of  the  Stauffer  Chemical  Co., 
was  restored  by  the  company  in 
1964.  Built  near  the  railroad  in  1853 
by  Asa  Sutton,  it  became  an  im- 
portant flag  stop  and  also  served  as 
the  local  post  office. 


TECUMSEH  CORRUGATED  BOX 
STAUFFER-WACKER  SILICONE  CORPORATION 
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This  frame  structure  at  411 E.  Logan 
was  built  in  1826  by  Musgrove  Evans 
and  is  the  oldest  frame  house  in 
Lenawee  County.  First  located  at 
Chicago  Blvd.  and  Ottawa,  the  house 
was  moved  in  1886  to  its  present 
location.  Evans  used  his  home  as  an 
inn  until  1832.  The  Michigan 
Historical  Society  believes  it  to  be 
the  oldest  house  in  the  state  used 
continuously  as  a  residence.  It  is 
now  occupied  by  the  Robert 
Langmeyers. 


old  houses 


This  boulder  in  Pioneer  Park, 
dedicated  by  the  Pioneer 
Association  in  1909,  marks  the  site  of 
Musgrove  Evans'  first  home,  a  log 
cabin  built  in  1824. 


158) 


The  old  Yawger  house  at  501  W. 
Chicago  Blvd.  is  now  owned  by  the 
Larry  Coscarellis.  Architecture  is 
Classical  Revival  with  modified 
Doric  columns  and  wings  in  the 
traditional  Michigan  style.  There  is 
some  question  as  to  whether  the 
house  was  built  in  1839  by  James 
McAllastor  or  in  1849  by  Rhoda  Pitts 
Bacon. 


Ketchams  Inn  was  built  by  Jacob 
Ketcham  around  1826  and  it  served 
as  a  tavern  and  his  home  until  1849. 
The  structure  was  moved  to  417  S. 
Occidental  to  make  room  for  the 
Kroger  Store  and  is  now  owned  by 
the  Harold  Ocambs.  Pillars  were 
added  at  a  later  date. 


wealthy  businessman,  built  this 
home  in  1868,  which  later  became 
the  CoUer  House  Hotel.  The  im- 
pressive structure  was  razed  in  1920 
to  make  way  for  the  Ford  Garage. 
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One  of  the  oldest  houses  in 
Tecumseh,  built  in  the  early  1830's 
by  Peter  R.  Adams,  lawyer,  banker 
and  editor.  Present  owner  of  the 
residence  at  201  S.  Maumee  is 
Richard  Harvey. 


Built  in  the  1890's  at  206  W.  Chicago, 
this  was  the  home  of  Thomas  Elliott, 
a  prosperous  blacksmith  and 
carriage  repairman.  It  is  now  owned 
by  Emma  Partridge. 
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Built  in  1832  by  carpenters  Alijah 
and  Alisha  Anderson,  this  is  an 
unusual  one-story  variation  of  a 
Greek  Revival  home.  Located  at  401 
W.  Chicago  Blvd.,  it  is  now  the 


residence  of  the  James  Beardsleys 
and  is  listed  in  the  national  registry 
of  historical  buildings.  The  building 
at  one  time  served  as  both  a  tavern 
and  a  tea  room. 


This  unique  Qassical  style  home 
with  Victorian  details  at  219  N. 
Evans  was  completely  restored 
inside  and  out  in  1971.  The  house  was 
built  about  1860. 
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This  Italinate  villa  style  home  at  203 
N.  Union  was  built  by  E.B.  Wood  in 
1867.  It  is  now  the  home  of  the  Cecil 
Ebys.  Insert  taken  from  1874 
Lenawee  County  Abstract. 
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John  Heck,  co-owner  of  Heck's 
White  Mill  on  Red  Pond,  lived  in  this 
home  at  413  W.  Chicago.  The  house  is 
now  divided  into  apartments. 


Hon.  Consider  A.  Stacy,  the  first 
prosecuting  attorney  of  Lenawee 
county  and  the  fourth  county 
probate  judge,  built  this  home  at  710 
W.  Chicago  Blvd.  in  1860.  Considered 
a  Tecumseh  "showplace,"  the 
Italinate  Victorian  residence  is  now 
owned  by  D.L.  Worley.  Insert  from 
1874  Lenawee  County  Abstract. 


page  sponsored  by 


TECUMSEH  FINANCE  COMPANY  -  Karl  Schneider,  president 
FIRST  FEDERAL  SAVINGS  &  LOAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  LENAWEE  COUNTY 


(63) 


Home  of  A.W.  Mills,  who  built  the 
business  block  on  the  northwest 
corner  of  Ottawa  and  Chicago. 
Located  at  107  S.  Union,  it  has  been 
converted  into  four  apartments. 


Leciie  Harper  now  lives  in  this  home 
at  115  N.  Union,  former  residence  of 
J.H.  Smith,  village  council  president 
in  1895  and  cashier  of  the  Tecumseh 
State  Bank. 


This  bracketed  Victorian  home, 
built  in  the  1880's,  was  the  home  of 
William  Hayden  of  the  Hayden 
Milling  Co.  The  cupola  still  existed 
in  1895.  Located  at  108  W.  Pot- 
tawatamie,  it  has  been  converted 
into  apartments. 
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A  town  showplace  with  the  only 
ballroom  in  the  village,  the  Bills 
home  was  built  in  the  1840's  on  E. 
Kilbuck.  Perley  Bills  was  head  of 
the  Academical  School  for  three 
years,  practiced  law  and  operated  a 
private  bank,  served  two  terms  in 
the  State  Senate  and  was  a  delegate 
to  the  State  Constitutional  Con- 
vention. Neglected  for  many  years, 
the  once  beautiful  home  became  an 
eyesore  and  was  torn  down  in 
March,  1966. 
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The  Alice  L.  Schneider  residence  at 
115  South  Union  was  built  around 
1850.  The  frame  house  is  constructed 
in  the  basic  Federal  style,  but  is 
raised  from  the  ground. 
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Built  in  1840  for  Dr.  I.S.  Hamilton  by 
Elijah  Anderson,  the  James  Vanzo 
residence  at  402  W.  Chicago  is  built 


in  the  classical  Revival  style  similar 
to  Southern  Tidewater  homes.  Insert 
shows  house  as  it  appeared  in  1874. 


This  brick  home  at  213  E.  Chicago  physician.  The  Carl  Thompsons 
Blvd.  was  built  about  1860  by  Dr.  have  owned  the  home  for  the  past  40 
Samuel  Catlin,  a  lifetime  Tecumseh  years. 
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Built  by  Tecumseh's  pioneer  doctor, 
M.A.  Patterson,  in  1855,  this  lovely 
brick  home  stood  alone  for  20  years 
at  the  corner  of  Chicago  and  Ottawa. 
When  the  doctor  died,  his  son-in-law, 
Lee,  defaced  the  front  to  build  a 
three-story  structure  known  as 
"Lee's  Hotel"  or  "The  Patterson 
House."  This  venture  was  iiri- 
successful.  After  brief  use  by  the 
Red  Cross  during  WW  H,  the 
structure  was  abandoned  and  torn 
down  in  1966. 
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houses 
of  1970s 


4283  Dillingham  Drive,  home  of 
the  Marvin  Rumpfs. 


Robert  Sage  home  on  Taylor  Road. 


Home  of  the  Earl  Baldwins,  611 N. 
Evans: 
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Home  of  the  Robert  Bowers,  603 
Red  Mill  Drive. 


The  Kenneth  Herricks  live  at  713 
Red  MiU  Drive. 
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banking 

First  bank  in  Tecumseh  ap- 
parently opened  July  25,  1836.  It 
was  known  as  the  Bank  of 
Tecumseh  and  had  a  capital  of 
$100,000.  Stillman  Blanchard  was 
president  and  G.W.  Jermain, 
cashier. 

This  bank  closed  in  1839  but 
reopened  in  1855  under  the  same 
charter.  James  A.  Raynor  was 
president  and  Wed  W.  Clark, 
cashier.  It  then  closed  in  1861. 

On  December  27,  1837,  the 
Commonwealth  Bank  of  Tecumseh 
opened  with  a  capital  of  $500,000. 
Stephen  Fargo  was  president.  This 
bank  closed  in  1838. 

In  1839  The  Tecumseh  Bank  was 
partially  organized  but  never 
opened.  Currency  issued  by  banks 
in  Tecumseh  indicate  that  in  1862 
The  Tecumseh  Bank  was  operating 
with  M.  Peterson  as  president  and 
Jack  North  as  cashier.  Later  that 
same  year  H.V.  Bronson,  Jr.,  was 
president  and  A.W.  Johnson  was 
cashier.  Also  The  Bank  of 
Tecumseh  issued  currency  in  1859, 
showing  Jammer  Raynor  as 
president  and  Wed  W.  Clark, 
cashier. 

During  the  earlier  years  these 
banks  were  known  as  "Wildcat 
Banks"  as  laws  governing  banks 
were  few. 


from  1836 

In  1865  the  National  Bank  of 
Tecumseh  opened  under  a  charter 
dated  June  3, 1864,  with  a  capital  of 
$300,000.  The  president  was  Peter 
R.  Adams  and  the  cashier  was 
Lucius  Lilley.  Directors  were  B.J. 
Baxter,  A.B.  Ward  and  L.  Drew. 
Lucius  Lilley  served  as  assistant 
cashier  to  the  Bank  of  Tecumseh  in 
1855. 

In  1875  the  BUls,  Lilley  Company 
was  formed  as  a  successor  to  the 
National  Bank  of  Tecumseh.  In- 
dications are  that  Lucius  Lilley  and 
Perley  Bills  purchased  the  stock  of 
the  National  Bank  of  Tecumseh 
and  then  organized  Bills,  Lilley 
Company  as  a  private  bank.  It 
appears  that  Perley  Bills  was 
president  of  the  National  Bank  and 
Lucius  Lilley,  cashier.  Bills 
became  president  of  the  new  bank 
and  Lilley  was  again  cashier. 

Also  at  about  this  time  the 
Peoples  Bank  of  P.R.  Adams  was 
opened  in  Tecumseh.  During  the 
next  ten  years  Lucius  Lilley 
became  the  dominent  influence  on 
banking  in  the  town.  Subsequently, 
both  of  these  banks  failed  and 
again  Lucius  Lilley  emerged  to  the 
front  and  reorganized  his  bank  as 
the  Lilley,  Bidwell  Company. 

On  January  26,  1893,  the  Lilley 
State  Bank  was  chartered  as  a 


State  Bank  and  was  a  successor  to 
the  private  bank  evidently  par- 
tially owned  by  Mr.  Lilley.  Lucius 
Lilley  was  president,  Albert  L. 
Brewer,  vice  president  and  Lester 
P.  Tribau,  cashier.  Directors  were 
Lilley,  Brewer,  Tribau.  Mr.  Tribau 
was  involved  in  Tecumseh  banking 
as  early  as  1874. 

On  April  21,  1893,  the  Tecumseh 
State  Savings  Bank  was  also 
chartered  with  capital  of  $26,000. 
C.A.  Slayton  was  president,  B.C. 
Knapp  was  vice  president  and  J.H. 
Smith,  cashier.  Directors  were 
H.W.  Conkling,  John  D.  Shull, 
Joseph  Russell,  C.A.  Slayton,  D.C. 
Larned,  C.R.  Miller  and  B.C. 
Knapp. 

Total  assets  of  the  Lilley  State 
Bank  as  of  December  19, 1893,  were 
$161,221.49  and  on  December  17, 
1896,  they  were  $188,491.86. 

Total  assets  of  the  Tecumseh 
State  as  of  December  19, 1893,  were 
$53,041.34  and  on  December  17, 
1896,  they  were  $67,468.97. 

Lucius  Lilley  died  in  1912  at  the 
age  of  89.  He  had  been  in  banking 
since  1855  in  Tecumseh.  At  the  time 
of  his  death  he  was  president  of  the 
Lilley  State  Bank  and  a  director  of 
the  Detroit  Trust  Company.  As 
early  as  1907,  F.J.  Temple  was 
cashier  of  LUley  State,  and  Herbert 


Blv'S^fi'^Ft' yt*'^  ^""^^^^  ^""'^  ^  the  downtown  district  at  W.  Chicago 


Blvd.  and  N.  Evans  St 
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First  branch  office  of  United  Savings  Bank  of  Tecumseh  was  located  at  the  intersection  of 
Occidental  Road  and  Sutton.  Later,  Herrick  Park  and  Britton  branch  offices  were 
established.  Today,  construction  is  nearing  completion  of  a  fourth  branch  at  the  corner  of 
Occidental    Road    and    W.     Chicago  Blvd. 


largest  bank 

in  lenawee  county 


Temple  was  assistant  cashier. 
Lilley  died  leaving  $350,000  in  a 
trust  fund  for  the  poor  of  Tecumsh 
and  Lenawee  County. 

Records  further  indicate  that  in 
1920  J.H.  Smith  was  president  of 
the  Tecumseh  State  Bank,  F.C. 
Snell  was  secretary  and  Thomas 
McCann,  A.C.  Aylesworth,  Guy  E. 
Belding  and  B.J.  Pulver  were 
directors. 

The  Lilley  State  and  The 
Tecumseh  State  were  both 
operating  in  Tecumseh  from  1893 
until  August  19,  1931,  which  was 
during  the  depression.  On  that  date 
the  Tecumseh  State  Savings  Bank 
merged  with  the  Lilley  State  Bank 
and  the  name  was  changed  to  The 
United  Savings  Bank  of  Tecumseh. 
It  appears  that  the  capitalization 
was  for  $80,000.  At  this  time  W.H.- 
Burnham  was  president,  R.C. 
Carey  was  secretary  and  Guy 
Belding,  Thomas  McCann,  B.J. 
Pulver,  Guy  Nemire,  Frank  MUler, 
R.S.  Moore  and  J.H.  Smith  were 
directors.  This  combined  bank 


closed  October  19,  1931. 

Frank  Turner,  formerly  with 
LiUey  State,  operated  a  local 
clearing  house  during  part  of  the 
time  that  the  bank  was  closed. 
Then  on  January  20,  1933,  The 
United  Savings  Bank  was  given 
permission  to  reopen  with  capital 
of  $50,000.  Considerable  effort  was 
made  by  local  businessmen  to  get 
this  permission.  Existing 
stockholders  evidently  had  to  make 
adjustments  in  their  stock  holdings 
in  order  to  bring  the  capital  in  line 
with  state  requirements. 

Officers  were:  D.E.  Henderson, 
president;  George  U.  Smith,  vice 
president;  Karl  M.  Schneider, 
secretary.  Directors  were:  Dr. 
E.E.  Hendershot,  Guy  E.  Belding, 
George  U.  Smith,  E.M.  Campbell, 
Karl  M.  Schneider,  John  R.  Nyland 
and  W.E.  Swick. 

The  reorganized  bank  opened 
April  15,  1933,  with  John  Thomp- 
son, cashier;  Glenn  VanDenbergh, 
assistant  cashier  and  Bernice  L 
Duncan  as  the  operating  staff.  Mr. 


Thompson  and  Mr.  VanDenbergh 
were  new  to  Tecumseh.  Mrs. 
Duncan  formerly  was  employed  by 
the  Lilley  State  Bank. 

Mr.  Thompson  became  president 
in  1958  and  remained  in  charge  of 
the  operation  of  the  bank  until  1962, 
when  J.W.  Meadows  became 
president.  Mr.  Thompson  retired  in 
December  of  1962.  Kenneth  M. 
McElroy  joined  the  bank  in  1968 
and  was  elected  president  in  1970. 

Today,  the  United  Savings  Bank 
of  Tecumseh  is  the  largest  in 
Lenawee  County  with  assets  of 
nearly  $65  million.  Two  branch 
offices,  Sutton  Rd.  and  Herrick 
Park  were  built  in  the  1960s,  and 
another  new  office  was  established 
in  Britton  in  1973.  At  the  present 
and  nearing  completion  is  the 
Occidental  Rd.  branch  at  the 
corner  of  Occidental  and  W. 
Chicago  Blvd.  (Information 
relative  to  banks  in  Tecumseh  was 
compiled  by  Merlyn  Downing, 
executive  vice  president.  United 
Savings  Bank  of  Tecumseh). 
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Mrs.  Harry  Beland 


Eugene  Cooley 


Stuart  Costigan 


Olive  Ruettinger 


Charles  Trickey 


sesquicentennial 
steering  committee 


(73) 


James  Beardsley  Mabel  Lockwood  Herbert  Dillon  Doug  Eggleston  Joe  Hanna 


James  Beardsley 
General  Chairman 

Doug  Eggleston 
Student  Activities 

Claire  Helms 
Women's  Participation 

Betty  Flanders 
Spectacle 

Pauline  Galazzi 
Treasurer 


Patricia  Ely 
Decorations 

Dwight  Helms 
Men's  Participation 

Ella  Mary  King 
Publicity 

Mable  Lockwood 
Secretary 

Earl  Baldwin 
Insurance 


June  Macbeth 
Spectacle  Ticket 

Robert  Williamson 
Special  Events 

Herbert  Dillon 
Headquarters 

Joe  Fortunate 
Revenue 

Joe  Hanna 
Special  Days 
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executive 
committee 


(74) 


sesquicentennial  committees 


REVENUE  DIVISION 

COMMEMORATIVE  BOOKLET 
COMMITTEE :  James  Lincoln  and 
Deborah  Moore,  co-chairman 

CONCESSIONS  COMMITTEE: 
Edwin  F.  Walter,  chairman 

NOVELTIES  COMMITTEE :  Paul 
Dangler,  chairman 

CELEBRATION  DANCES 
COMMITTEE:  Ellen  Palmer  and 
Annette  Rudd,  co-chairman. 

STUDENT  COMMITTEE:  Jack 
Colson,  chairman. 

PARTICIPATION  DIVISION 

BROTHERS  OF  BRUSH  COM- 
MITTEE: Ron  Syzmanski, 
chairman 

,  SESQUICENTENNIAL  BELLES 
COMMITTEE:  Diane  Stiman, 
chairman. 

MEN'S  HATS  AND  TIES  COM- 
MITTEE: John  Seay,  chairman. 

LADIES'  SUNBONNETS  AND 
DRESSES  COMMITTEE:  Claire 
Helms,  chairman 

KANGAROO  KOURT  COM- 
MITTEE: Robert  King,  chairman. 

PROMENADE  AND  CARAVAN 
COMMITTEE:  Linda  Thayer  and 
Tom  Morgan,  co-chairman. 

STUDENT  COMMITTEE:  Vicky 
Felton  and  John  Keller,  co- 
chairman. 


PUBLICITY  DIVISION 

PRESS  RELEASE  COMMITTEE: 
Mike  Havener,  chairman. 

RADIO  AND  TV  COMMITTEE: 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pat  Conners,  co- 
chairman. 

DISTRIBUTIVE  COMMITTEE: 
Ken  Crause,  chairman. 

SPEAKERS  COMMITTEE:  Ken 
Crause,  chairman. 

STUDENT  COMMITTEE:  Dawn 
Daniels,  chairman. 


SPECTACLE  TICKET  DIVISION 

TICKET  COMMITTEE:  Ronald 
Wisner,  chairman 

ADVANCE  SALE  COMMITTEE: 
Richard  Heghn,  chairman. 

NOMINATIONS  COMMITTEE: 
Mrs.  Dale  Jacobs,  chairman 

AWARDS  COMMITTEE:  Mrs. 
Gabe  French,  chairman. 

ARRANGEMENTS  COM- 
MITTEE: Mrs.  Earl  Baldwin, 
chairman. 

PATRONS  TICKET  COM- 
MITTEE: Mrs.  Charles  Gross, 
chairman. 

USHERS  AND  GATES  COM- 
MITTEE: Earl  Mason,  chairman. 

AUDIENCE  AREA  COMMITTEE : 
Eugene  Cooley,  chairman. 

STUDENT  COMMITTEE:  Paula 
Macbeth,  chairman. 

SPECTACLE  DIVISION 

HISTORICAL  DATA  COM- 
MITTEE :  Helen  Sisson,  chairman. 

CAST  COMMITTEE:  Mr.and  Mrs. 
C.R.  Kenney,  co-chairman. 

PROPERTIES  COMMITTEE: 
John  Day,  chairman. 

CONSTRUCTION  COMMITTEE: 
James  Fielder,  chairman. 

STAGE  HANDS  COMMITTEE: 
Dean  Binder,  chairman. 

STUDENT  COMMITTEE:  Ken 
Feldman,  chairman. 

COSTUME  COMMITTEE:  Mrs. 
Walt  Wonderly  and  Mrs.  Donald 
Escott,  co-chairman. 


SPECIAL  EVENTS  DIVISION 

MERCHANTS  COMMITTEE: 
Charles  Saling,  chairman. 

HISTORICAL  WINDOWS  COM- 
MITTEE: Les  Proctor,  chairman. 

PARADE  COMMITTEE:  James 
Tonneberger,  chairman. 

MUSIC  COMMITTEE:  Jim  Rice, 
chairman. 

TRAFFIC  AND  SAFETY  COM- 
MITTEE: Dick  Royal,  chairman. 


TRANSPORTATION  COM- 
MITTEE: Dick  Kahle,  chairman. 

PIONEER  EVENT  COMMITTEE : 
Harlon  Boyes,  chairman. 

INFORMATION  CENTER 
COMMITTEE:  Ward  Eardley, 
chairman. 

STUDENT  COMMITTEE:  Sherry 
MacGeorge,  chairman 

SPECIAL  DAYS  DIVISION 

Saturday,  June  29— ANTIQUE 
DAY 

Bob  Glenn,  chairman. 

Sunday,  June  30— DAWN  PATROL 
AND  SQUARE  DANCE 
Mike  Osburn,  chairman 

Monday,  July  1— GOVERNOR'S 
DAY 

Ron  Baxter,  chairman 

Tuesday,  July  2— COMMERCE 
AND  INDUSTRY  DAY 
Rick  Creswell,  chairman 

Wednesday,  July  3— YOUTH  DAY 
Jim  Brown,  chairman 

Thursday,  JULY  FOURTH 
John  Seay,  chairman 

Friday,  July  5— BELLES  DAY 
Claire  Helms,  chairman 

Saturday,   July  6— TECUMSEH- 
ONTARIO  DAY 
Gregg  King,  chairman 

Sunday,  July  7— RELIGIOUS  AND 
HERITAGE  DAY 
Dave  Criss,  chairman. 
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Many,  many  folks  cooperated  and  assisted  in 
making  this  commemorative  booklet  possible. 
Old  photographs  were  provided  along  with  in- 
formation. To  these  people,  we  are  grateful.  We 
regret  that  not  all  pictures  and  information 
submitted  were  used.  It  was  simply  impossible. 
Undoubtedly,  there  are  errors  and  omissions.  We 
hope  they're  not  excessive  and  that  this  booklet 
can  be  considered  dependable  and  useable  as  a 
reference  for  others. 

Deborah  Moore  and  James  C.  Lincoln 
—  Editors  — 
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